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verend Mr. Adee, and return hir 
the Thanks of this Court, for 
Learned and Excellent Sernion|_ 
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Rel City of NORWICH. 


: GENTLEMEN, 


O conſcious am I of my own Inabilities, 
5 18 that I could Iv 0h my ſelf at all 
qualified to a ear in Print; much leſs, 
hat 0 pee 4 12 iece, "as the following Dif> 
| Foucle , ſhould be Porthy of #, So that if 
O D, GENTLEMEN, had not conceived 
Fette, of it, it had never " proceeded from the 
, Pulpit zo the Preſs, or probably out- liv'd the 
Hour, for which it was deſigned. But ſuch 
2114 Jour Deſire of 4 Sight, as well as Hear- 
png, of it, that You went out of the Com- 
pon Way to procure it. For, beſides the Ho- 
war 0 Publick THANKS, and an Una 
As ni moꝝs 


9 


7 * 
* 


1,138 


nimous REQUEST to have #t Printed — 
To ave, by a Cenerous Preſent, amply proj 
wided, that my ſelf ſhould bear no. Share iii 7h 
the Expence of it, So that I am hereby ſecuſof 0 
red from ſuffering any Thing h the Publica he 
tion, unleſs in my Credit, for venturing ſh 
mt an 4 Performance, to be the Subject of t 
But this I chooſe rather to run the Hagar 
of, than be thought wanting with alt Thank 
22 to Acknowledge ſo ſignal an Inſtance « 
Jour Favour and eſpe, to Ir 
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Your moſt Humble, e? 
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Moſt Pbliged Servant 
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Br the Natural Man receiverh not the Things of the Spirit 
ef God; for they are Fooliſbne . unto him: Nei: her can 
licaſ he know them, becauſe they ate ſpiritually diſtern'd. 


I © the many Diſadvantages, which Chriſtiia- 
A . nity laboured under, at its firit Appeaf- 
ance in the \World, one, and that none of 
the leaſt, conſiderable was, that it came not 


Human, Reaſoning, which the Philoſophers aud 
hc toriciansof the Age ſo much boaſted of, and valued 


hemſelves upon. The Docti ine of the Croſs, or 


god's Method of bringlag Mankind to Happineſs by 
ec Merits and Sufferings of a Crucity'd Jeſus, could 
t but ſeem a very fiily and ſenſleſs Chimera, an idle 
d impertinent Tale to them, who had deem'd it 
H poſſible to be effected, but in a Way more conſonant 
id agreeable to the Dictates of Natural Reaſon, and 


„De Priaciples themſelves had laid down. And, no 


pubt, ſome of this Kind there were in the City of 
Qorinth, when this Epiſtle was penned, as may well 
iaterr'd from the Subject Matter of the Foregoitg 
rt of it. For at ver 20. chap 1. our Apoltle be- 


phies there, whether Fewsor Greeks, to come for th 


W Wiſdom to bring Men to the True Knowledge of 
- $ODand his WILL. IWhereis the Wiſe ! Where is the 

Peribe ? Where is the Hiſourer of tha World ? What Room 
pr either of theſe to bud fo much upon the Strength 


ad coafounded, by. fuch weak, baſe, and deſpiſed 
hings, , ſuch Fogliſhneſs of Preaching, as that of the 
Fel was dy chem eſtẽemed to he. Nor ſo only, . 


6 „ 
1 bu! , 
4 


commended with that Wiſdomof Words, and Dint 


Ins in Way of Tryumph, to challenge the Grand 
d declare, What had been done by all their World- 


f Human Reaſon, when they ſaw it ſo plainly baſfd 
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him If ſo perfect a Maſter of; yet was it that Diviq 


vain pretenders to it; that Treaſure of hidden Wiſdon 


ral Man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God; 1. 
 Shey are Fo-lifhmeſs unto him: Neither can he know then 
Hecauſe they are Spiritually diſcern d 85 


Words, intò the Three following Propoſitions: 


il. Thar theſe Dofriner being made the Sabjelb Moll 
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| 5 8 „ 
But in Chap. 2. he reaſſumes the Argument, and SOUL. ? 
on to declare in what Manuer the Goſpel had been dq es 
livered unto them; not with Excellency of Speech, or QNar 


Wiſdom, as it is v. 1. or with the emicing Word, of Mahd o 


Wiſdom, as in v. 4. but in Demonſir ation of the Spirit, arſhar 
of tower . That therefore he would not have then 
account it ſo dty, inſipid and abſurd a Thing, as th 
had been reprelented 3 for tho' it came not attendeſ 
with thoſle Pompous Expreſſions, and high-flow| 
Striias of Ahetorick, with thoſe Philoſophical Pring 
ciples and DeduRious of Human Wiſdom, which thi 
Vain-glorious Greek ſought ſo much for, and thoug 


Widſnm, that Viſdom of God in a Myſtery, which b 
Defiance to all the Wiſdom of the World, and t 


wherein was lockt up all thoſe ſecret, Myſterious ay 
inexplicable Verities, which had with ſo great Scoi 
ard Derifion been rejected and-exploded by the refing 
Wits and Wiſe Ones of the World; and this for nf 
other Reaſon than, becauſe they were above the Reag 
of their narrow and finite Capacities, and to be know 
only by theHelp of Divine Revelation. For the Nath 


1 ſhall draw cut what | have to diſcourſe upon the 


I. That there are ſume ſuch Doctrines in Chriſtianity 
as do not lay Level with the Reach of Natural. Reaſol 
nor are fully to be comprehended by it. 

II. That there is nothing of Fooliſuneſi or Abſurdity | 
that ſuch Doctriaes ſhould be made the Objects of on 
Faith; burt that the contrary Opinions is juſtly lyable to ti 


ter ef a Diuine Revelation is a gaod Foundation to groutfage 
gur Aſſent upon, Nurwit hſt anding we: cannot arrive tone: 
compleat and comprehenſroe Idea of them. „„ KI 
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I goq 1. The firſt Propoſition is, That there are ſome Do- 


ines in Chriſtianity, that do not lay level with the Reach 


Natural Reaſon, nor are fully to be comprehenatd by it. 
Md of this no one can be ignorant who conſiders, 1.Of 
7 Pat kind they are. Now there are Two Eſſential 
The 


Wperties in their Nature, which cannot but make 
em tranſcend the Power of our ſhallow Underſtande 
&s; And the firſt is, Thar they are Spiritual; ſuch as 


flow not come within the Verge of our Corp real Seuſes, 
Prichr can be the Objects of them. Our Seuſes are the 


eat Channel thro? which all Human Knowledge has 


dug Conveyance. From theſe we derive thoſe Images 
21vinfc ' Repreſentations of things, wien are imp: inted 
ch bij the Intellectual Faculty ; nor is it poſſible they ſhould 
ad tier come there without the Help or · ſome one, or 
iſdon her of em. Thus a Man born Blind can have no 
us ant iact Perception of Colours; nor one Deaf of Sounds: 
Scoſhd the Reaſon is, becauſe ſuch are deſtitute ot thoſe 
efinqgaus of Senſe, whoſe proper Office is, to con vey 
for Wir reſpective Object to the Nlind, and entertain it 
Reaq;th that Variety of Colours or Sounds, of which we 


x 11d have no Idea, but from their Inforination Aud 
Ws is the Caſe with reſpect to many of the Doctrinet 
Jour Religion. | here is no compleat, no eomprehenſroe 
Veception to be had of them; becauſe they fail not un- 
Fr the Cognizance of our Senſitive Faculties, thoſe 
- CheMWhicles of Truth, to which the Soul of Man is in- 
ted for that little Share of Knowledge, which ſhe 
amtWoys. For Inſtance. „„ 5 
eaſoſThat there are ſuch Beings, as Angels and Spirits, 
I that the Soul of Man is a Spirit, are undoubtedly 
dity Þ#rines of the Chriſtian Religion; but what a Spirit is, 
of o it Subſiſts and operates, and what are the pecue 
e to tar Properties and Perfections of it, we can no more 
mprehend, than one born Blind conceive in his Mind 


Ma the Mixtures and Curioſities of Colours; or one Deaf 


groum ge of the Harmony and Melodiouſaeſs of a well- 
e. 10 ned Conſort. We may ſay (and that — 
1 that 


that a Spirit is an immaterial Subſtance ;_bot this gr 
| *declares hat it is not, or that it is ſome thing diltiq 
} from Matter; hut lets us not into auy Poſitive Knol 
ledge of what its: So that when we have done all 
caa, we mult coutent ourtelves with ſuch a Neęati 
Definiton, or rather Deſcription of. a Spirit as d 
Bleed Lord has been pleated to give us, Luke 23. 3 
w hen he aſſures us that it is not cloathed with Fleſh a 
Bones, as himſelf appeared to he. Which certain 
falls vaſtly ſhort of a compleat Definition, and e 
afford us but a faint Reſemblance of what a Spirit reg 


ly is. Again, 


| Another Property, which makes it the more i. 
| poſſible to arrive to a ful and compleat ApprehenlW'c 
| _'of ſome of the DoQriues of Chriſtianity, is,  thatÞri 


. things Infinite and Eternal, the Nature all 
| * Effenceof GOD, His Divine Attributes and Perjectiof 
L The Beliefof a God, being the Prime and Fundatnq 
tal Article of Natural Religion, the Defign of Chriji 
anity was not ſo much to prove the Realiry of a 1} 
Dine Exiftance, as to diſperſe thoſe Falſe N tion, al 
 CAvprehenfions of his Nature, which had fo rea 
dverſpread the Minds of Men, and inſtill into the 
more correct and genuine Concept ions of Him Af 
This we find done, either in a way more adapted a 
agreeable to the Condition of ou;r own Nature, 
| more proper andſuirable to the Quality ander fectiq 
of the Divine: If in the former, it is not poſſib 
that the Repreſentation, ſhould come up to the Nats 
of the Divine Eſſence; it in the latter, it muſt 
NMNeceſſity tranſcend the Finite Meaſure and Cpac 

of ours. So that, altho' the Chriſtian Religion dof 

diſplay more lively Characters of God's Nature, th 
we could have without it, yet are they ſtil] inco 
1 pleat, infinitely ſhort of that Beauy ef Hol ineſa, whilf 
tthey would ſeem to paint out to us. Nor is it poſſi 
hat it ſhould be otherwiſe; for ſince GQD: is-a- Ba; 
br of BoygUlefs and Infinite Perfectious, and ourfelv 
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is onyeatures only:of Finite and Limited Under ſtandings 5 
liſtichdow can it be, but that there muſt appeaf a vaſt: 
Ino iſproportion between what our Thoughts of GOD 
all Fe, and what He is in Himſelf? Except we can ſwal- 
ati vo leſs a Paradox than this, namely, That it 4 
as ble ſor a Finite Being to Comprehend all that a Innfinite 
23. can Import. And if this Abſurdity be once allows 
leſb , we muſt unavoidably run ourſelves upon 4 Thou- 
rtainfſsnd more: For what is it to comprehend an Infinite Be- 
ind g. but fully and- clearly to underſtand all t n 
it te ctions and Attributes, which are one and the ſan 
Pin its Eſſence? And if ſo, then muſt the Divine 
hre ii iſdom and Will, his Power and Knowledge, his Fre- 
henſifience aud Decrees, which have no Bounds nor Limi 
that tions, and run parallel with Eternity it ſelf, be 
ure ap owded into theſe ſhort, ſhallow Faculties of ours, 
jectiolf hich are but of Tefterday, and know not any Thing, 
dameFhen, in a Word, muſt GOD's A#:ings be no longer 
Chri& onderful Nis Purpoſes, no longer Ircopceiable, nor 
f a Attributes, Iuexpfeſſible; Fmmenſity mult have its 
ons al feafures, and Infinity tt felf its Cenfines, | When alas ! 
greaWele are Things at; as great-a Diſtance from a Finite 
o thehnderſtanding, as the higheſt Heaven from the Reach 
our Arm; ſuch as we can no more comprehend 
red a 
ure,” 


an empty the Sea with the Hollcw of our Hand; 
teaio 
poſſib 


aſp the Globe or encompais the Univerſe with 4 
dan. So that it was not without good Reaſon, that 
har put thoſe Queſtiohs to Holy Fob; ch. 1 1.5. J, 8, 9. 

Nat. 

muſt 

ian dc 


nt then by ſearching find out God? Can / thou find 
the Alztighty unto Jer fection? It is as high a Heaven, 
at can ſt thou do? Deeper than Hell, what can'ft thou 
ow ? The Meaſure thereof is longer than the Earth, and 
. th vader than the Sta. | : . But 1 A 7 ; * n f TIRE. 
incoſ 2. That thert ave ſome ſuch Poctrines in Chriſtianity a 
„ bi 72t 2% level with the Reach af gur Underſtandings,nor 
r poſſii : Vach te be compret ended by them, may be proved from 
+ Beide general Current of the Holy <criptures.' And if 
cr „ tat 


no Poſlibility of coming to the Knowledge of it, with 


ently inſt ructed in the Nature of it; ſo that it could ti 


would have it a Ahſtery; as having not been yet reved 
Fed; but might very well bear that Name, as the 


Bot ſuppoſing tho not granting, that wherever t. 


LT” „ | 
that there are ſuch Thißt as . in it, che Con- 
ſequence is unavoid able; namely, That ſome of iti 
Doctrinet are not to be brought within the Limits of au 
contracted Under ſtandings, but are, many of them, ob 
ſcure and incomprehenſible. Now that there are ſuci 
Things as My/ſeries in ops, Religion is, | tbink, as cleatlh, 
as the expreſs Words of the New Teſtament can mak Me 
it. Thus the whole Syſtem,. or Oeconomp of ths 1 
Goſpel is ſtyled by St. Paul. The Ayftery of Chriſte": 
Col. 4. 3. The Myſtery of Faith, I Tim. 3. 3. and ir. 
Alyſtery of Godlineſs. v. 6. F En 


Nor is there Room here for what the Sociniam object Vo. 


- 


to 2nervate the Force of theſe Teſtimonies, who tell uſers 


My 

- if 2 
Ws: 
. 
"or 


that in theſe and the like Places, the Goſpel is called oc 


Myſtery, not becauſe we are not able perfectly to comhau 


out a Supernatural Revelation. For tho' it is not im 
probable but that this may be one Cauſe, why the Gof * 

del has the Name of Myſtery given it; yet that it cau 
not be the Sole Rea ſon, may. be inferr'd from this Coi 


ſideration, viz. That theſe Epiſtle were penned ſom 10 7 


Years after tneGoſpel had been publiſh'd by Oral Preactih a 


no Myſtery to them, in that Senſe, in which the Sociuia 


were many profound, intricate and abſtruſe Points in i! 
which, tho revealed, they could not fully comprehen{W! 


Goſpel is called a Myſtery, it muſt import, that it w{&Þrar) 
fo before made known by a Divine Revelation; yet th 
vill not prove, that there ts, nothing of  4y#ery in 
ince; and that for this Reaſon, becauſe ſome of i 


Do&rines are affirmed to be AMyſteriau, even after th@aint 


were revealed. Thus St. Paul; having made God's Rear, 


jecting the Few: and his lateation of calling them agaſÞt - E 


— 


Con embrace the Goſpel, the ſubject Matter of Three 
F ü bole Chapters, ſtiles it in the Concluſion, a 
pf awWyftery;, Rom. tt. 12, I would} not that you ſhould 
„ ob ignorant of thu Myſtery. And, diſcourſing at large of 
 ſuciWe Myſtical Union between Chriſt and his Church, leaves 


cleaþ as he found it, a great Myfery, Eph. 5. 32. So 
mak e Miniſters of the Goſpel are called the Stewards of 


the Myſteries, that is, of thoſe Doctrines whichare My- 
briſtge"-045,.1 Cor. 4. 1. and are ſaid ro ſpeak Myſteries in the 
& tir, or Spiritual Myſteries, chap- 14, 124. 
ay, what if, atter all, ir ſhovld be granted, that the 
bed v ord Myſtery, not only when applied to the whole Sy- 
ell uſer» of Chriſtianiiy in general, but to ſome particular 
led Poctrines of it, does in Scripture Senſe import no more 
comWhan that ſuch Doctrine laid hid, and could not be known 
e wa rcept revealed: yet can it not hence be inferred, Thar, 
eing nom reveal d, they lay fo open and obvious to our Natural 
im 7 wag be clearly and thro ly under ſtood by ws. For cer- 
Piahy there is a wide Difference between a Dottrines 
WFiag ſo far revealed, as to become the Object ot our 
h; and revealed fo, as to be made evident to our 
enledge or Underſtandings. For Inſtance, That GOD 


each and. het he w 4 Spirit, are undoubtedly Docrines of 
ufficiÞÞe Goſpel, and are therein ſo far revealed, as to become 
11d Ho leſs the Objects of our Huth, than Principles ot Na- 
iniaſ ral Religion; but will a Man therefore ſay, that the 
eve Pivine Nature and Exiſt ence are revealed ſo clearly and 
theifhlainly, as tha the has a full and com rehenſiveKrngwledge 


gf cm; ſo that there can be nô Poſhbiligy of miſtaking, 
iber what God. is, or after what manner he exiſts. 


r ta Aſſertion not only falſe in it ſelf, but directly con- 
t wIrary to the expreſs Woids of our Apoſtle, who hath 
t thong ſince aſſured us, 1 Cor. 13. 97 1 2. that our Kvowledge 
in f God # but in part; that we ſce him a thro a Glaſs; and 
of ibis ſo darkly, that. the Repreſentation cannot but be 
r th@aint.and; languid ; infinitely beneath what be will ap- 


s Rear, when we ſhall ſee him as he is. And; no doubr, 


agaÞ5- 24, wight put in, at leaſt, for as, good aphart of 
1 85 TO RI og "2D 2 kf JO "* ** Knows 
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Knou ledge in the unfathomable Perfections of God. aſſe 
thoſe Maſters of Reaſon aſlume to themfelves. And yel 
he not ouly here declares, that it is imper ect, but elſe 
| where, in a way of Extaſy and Wonder, proteſſes ſuch M 
B., ſuchan Abyſs and Pro ſundity in the Divine Wil 
q dom and Knowledge, as were not to be fathomed. 0 

| the Depth of the Riches, both of the Wiſdom and Knowledvl 

|. of God! How unſearchable are his Judgment s, and his Wa 
bat fihding-out! Rom. 11. 33. And that this was hi 
Thoughts of all other A4yFeries of the Goſpel may bf 
concluded from Fph: 3. 15, 19. Where ſpeaking of th. 


exceeding Greatneſs and Tranſcendency of the Love an! 
Chriſt; or his gracious and wonder ful Under takings for uh be 
( hich are but as ſo many Inſtances and Particularities by | 

it) he tell us there is ſuch a Breadth, and Length, and Depth 
and Height in it, as ſurpaſſed his Knowledge. But to procee e is 
3. That there are ſome ſuch Doctrine in Chriſtianity, Md n 
are Myſteridus, and do not lay level with the Reach of o an 
Reaſon; way be made to appear from the conſtant anWviſ 
 concurriag Teſtimony of all Antiquity. The Conſe an 
and Suffrage of the beſt and earlieſt Writers is undoubW-:a, 

elly (next the Holy Scripture) the ſtrongeſt Evidenq ; 
M e can have for the Truth of any Doctrine whateveſſed: 
Vine. Liria It, according to the Rule of Vincentius Eir Mon 

þ Cum Notts nenſis, it. hath been received Always, EverWate 
i B4l.cap.3. where, and by All, we have good Reaſon iti. 
1 embrace it, as 4 Doctrine truly Orthodox and ApoſtolicaWiter 
i Aud that the Point:in Diſpute has all theſe diſtinguiſh, 
FK ſhiug Characteriſt icks or Criterions, may with as grei = 
bi Truth be affirmed, as of any other which lays Claim s a 
. them. For that there is an Incomprehenſihility in ſonſhhe 
1 of the Articles bf our Chri ian faith wes molt earlyaſas! 
1 uni verſalꝝ reg eiveu and confelled both in the Eaſtern a io. 
Mie ſtern hur ches. To this Effect, (as Calvin obſerv@ote 
lib.qJaſt.cap 1A, ect. 2. )is the lmport of the Word ²ν e at 

which occurs to frequently in the Mriungs of the Gro. 
Fathers; eſpecially in e eee Anpo#7 
te Word, Seramentun was of conſtant u * P. 
. | Fe et: | ns 


1 * 


HG 1 1 33 
d. aße of the Latin Church, but taken in 4 Senſe, much 
! yelle large and extenſive; than it is now reſtrained tos 
elſeſpmprehendinꝑ all' thoſe Points or Matters of faith, 

ch Wh: are really as to themſelves imcomprehenſible. 
Wit were there noother Proof from Antiquity, Tbae 
OB DoQrines of our Religion are Myſteriew. and conſequently. 
edu our Underſtandings, yet thè many irrefragable Te- 
Waygonies it hatwafforded us in Confirmation ot that = 
is hid Mystery, The Trinity of Perſoris in the Unity of the 
a big ed (if this will be allowed for an Article of the 
Eran Faith) is ſufficient to evince it. For that this 
an Eſtabliſp d Doctrine in the firſt Ages of Chriſtianity, 
before tfñecounc il of Nice, is clearly and fully made 
by the learned Dr Hammond in his Annotations upon 
7 5:7. where he not only plainly proves, that this 
eis of equal Authority with the whole Chapter, and 
d not be forged and ſoiſted in by the Orthodox, as Ar- 
and thoſe of his Parry, would ſuggeſt; but ſnews 
iſe from the unqueſtiorable Teſtimonies of dt Cy- 
and Tertullian of the Latin Church; Clement ofAlex- 
ia, Juſtin Martyr, Athenagor az and others of the 
; That the Son and Holy Choſt were always acknow- 
ed to be of the ſame Eſſence with the Father, and that 
Nouncil ef Nice did nothing more than confirm and per- 
ate what they had received as undoubted Articles of e 
ian Faith, But, in Truth, this is not the only 
ery in our Religion; which Antiquity prefents us 
h, as is apparent from what ſome others of the An- 
have left behind them; St Auſtin more eſpeciallyj: 
ablefFather we often find wading out of his Depth 
he more perplexed and profound Points of Diuini- 
s he ingeniouſly confeſſes more than once, in his Mee 
tions and Soliloquies, Tracts, which ſeem deſignedly 
te to ſet forth the 7 ranſcendent Nature of ſome N:. 
e and Heavenly Myſteries, the Fſſence and Omnipotance 
od, his Preſcience'and Decreei, the Incarnation and 

poiFarical Union of the Divine and Human Natvresin 
Perſon of civiſt, And hence it is, aber A bilſt his 
„ ke ae a + on 
| i tv 
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Thoughts are employed ia theſe ſurpaſſing Objects, de 
find him breaking forth iuto ſuch frequent Ext aſſe: WPro 
' Rapenres 5,25 tho St. Paul like, he had been canghi up to Th 
third Heaven, and loſt himſelf. in Contemplat ion of Wo 
things as did not only puzzle and nonplus his Reajor 
out- reach his Wonder and Admiration. Naß © 
Zo ſenſible are our Adverſaries, that the Primitiue 
ther are againſt them in this Particular, that for this q 
reaſon they ſpit upon, and reject all Antiquity; as i 
which admitting ſo many Points in — above 
/Reach of Human Reaſon, had given Occaſion to all th 
 Hereſies and Errors, thoſe Controverſies and Diſputes, wh 
have ſo much peſtered the Chriſtian World; and t 
Tore, as the moſt effectua l Means to put a ſtop to thy 
have reſol ved, once for all, that there can be no ſuch Th 
But now, this is ſo far from being in Fact true, tha 
ehe coutrary, moſt of theſe Noæious Weed; owe t 
"Riſe, to a vain Endeavour of bringing. thoſe: Dactrini 


in 
es 
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ae appear, but that it is time to proceed to tho 
WPeropoſition, which is this . 
Fuat there is nothing of Fooliſkmeſs or Abſurdity in mat 
Doftrines, which are above our Reafon, ſpould be the Ob- 
nF our Faith, but that the 1 i juſtly lyable 
i /mputation of beth. For if there be any: Thing of 
tive Ir Abſurdity in this it muſt he upon ſome or other 
his Neſe Accounts: Either 1. In that they are anneerſſary; 
Pit is © fooliſh. and abſurd, as being made the Object: 
Ir Faith, when no End of Religion can be ſerved by 
tg. Or 2. In that being out of rhe Reach of our Rea - 
„they are not cspable of being examined and appro- 
thy it; and ſo it is fooliſh and abſurd, as being in- 
o thiſtear with - thoſe Expreſſions of Scripture, which - 
Mus a Right of uſing our Reafon in Matters of Faith: Or 
In that there is no Difference in a-things being above. 
tieaſon, and contrary to, or inconſiſtent with it; and 
inis fooliſh and abſurd, as being in the Nature of the 
g-impoſlible-to be true. oh ts en | 
t now if, in . Oppoſition to this it can be proved, 
hat ſuch DoQrines as are above our Reaſon are ns 
erg eſſary Parts of Religion; but are highly requiſite to 
ie ved and ee een, by us ; 2 That their being mails 
WP bjcits of our Bel ief does not interfere with,or abriagethe 
o which, we have of uſing our Reaſon in Mattersof 
bu that there is a good Uſe to be made of our Rea- 
ven in thoſe Things which are above it: And 3. That 
is i wide Difference between 4 Things being above Rea · 
M contrary to, or inconfictent with it: It will follow, 
t there can be nothing of Folly or Abſurdity, upan 
r of the foregoing Accounts, in that fuch Do- 
e andes ſhould be made the Objects of our Faith. . Be- 
it we with the firſt which is to ned, 
ig That ſuch Doctrines as are above our Reaſon ars nouu- 
[ary Parts of Religion, but highly requi ſite to he heli 
embraced by . And that this is ſo we may be aſſu· 
in that God hath actually revealed them, and re- 
ss our Aſaut to them... For cer taialy Gad, y los is 
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would never have made. theſe Doctfines — 80 Pp 
Matter of a Divine Revelation, and demanded ou 
lief ot them, had there been no. Neceſſity for it, a 1h 
Graad Deſign of Chriſt iauity could have been carrie har 
as well withaut as with them. To conceive. this, wi ho 
be to have: hard Thoughts ot God; as though. He w 
Being either iggocaar of imprudent; as if he eiſ 
:knew not what was neceſſary to briuig about his De 
= had znade more neceſlary than really is ſo. NO q 
As it. would. have been inconſiſt ent with lofi 3 
* to have omitted What. Was neceſſary ; ſo wy | 
it have been altogether unworthy cf. it, to reveal | 


No we all know that the gieatEnd of Chriſti ang 
the Eternal Happineſs of Mankind; and that in o1ddiſffor 
this end, it is highly neceſſary we ſhould give up 

- Aſent ea.theſeDottrines,is no leſs evident: Tnaſmud . 
aur Faith in them is made ane of the main Condĩtioiſ 
obtaining it. Thus, thatſacred and ſablim: Pottril 
the Trinity, (or that in One and the ſame Efſence ti 


bolt, in Power equal, in Exiſſence co· eter nal) i is 
2 tainly, if any, a Doctrine above our Reaſon; and y 

made ſoneceſſary to be belier d, thatsalva tion cannoſ 
- had without it As is Evideut from that grandComf 
«on given by. Chriſt to his Apoſtles, Mat. 28. rg. c 
-par'd with what runs exactly parallel to it, Mar. 1 59 
Go ye therefore and teach. all. Nations, baptizing them in 


and of the Holy Ghoſt. He that belitverhand i  bapri'a "_ 


ns 
- be ſav'd 5 3 be.that beliepeth not ſhall be damned. Mh⸗ 
indeed, that the Belief of this great Myſtery fhouldMrt 
made ſo ablototcly necefary,andbe ſo ſtrongly enforlhy 
upon us, is ng hard Marter,toacconnt for : Inaſmllf c 
as this not only eomprehends in it thesum andSubſtaWrc 
»@f all that we ought to believe, 'buit is made liked 
6 — : 
. Goo 
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Te ef is to be built? For ſo it * follows, 
uc ac hing aud teaching them to obſerve all things, which I 
our e commanded you, Ny. 20. And ſurely if a Sound and 
an;; hodox Faith, and a ſuitable Life and Practice are ne- 
rriees Fry to Salvation, it can't be that ſuch Doctrine: 
old be uſeleſs in Religion, which are the Sole Oh- 
s of the one, and Proquctive of the ether: Except 
in can induce themſelves to believe, that Chrifians 
be ſaved without either embracing the Golpel, or 
"it ſerving the Duties of it. 
Nd "et, notwithſtanding we make the Belief 1 
1. bfe Doctrines thus neceſſary to Salvation, this ought 
r to be underſtood in fuch a Phyſical Senſe of the 
ord, as if tt ere was noPoſſibility of being ſav'd with. 
Wc it. For we are aſſured that many of the Patriarch 
1 fore the Law, and not a few of the more Pions and 
ll diſpoſed Jews under it; were in a State of Salva- 
mucin, even betore any of theſe Doct rines were explicitly 
ioghealed; and by Conſequence before they could be 
1 Objects of uheir Belief: Vea that many under the 
ſpel, were received and embraced as true Believers 
en the whole of their Creed was no more Than this 
e believe that Feſtus 8 hriſt is the Son of God. + 
rt now tho? this be indeed True, yet does it not at 
W prejudice what has been ſaid : For as to what re- 
Wes to the Patriarchs and more Devout Jews before 
cr /#'s time, 'tis not to be diſputed but that the Salva- 
Wn of theſe was founded upon a kind of implicit Faith 
hey believed in aSaviour to come; and was no doubt 
be Micient to inſtate them iu Favour with God, and 
Ing them to Heaven, when no explicate Faith was to 
had. And the Caſe was much the ſame with thoſe 
rhe firſt Dawning of the Gofpel; nothing more was 
Wuired of them than to believe, "That the Sori of God 
come into the World; and the Reaſon was, becauſe no 
e had been actually fulfill'd. Chriſt had neither f- 
d, nor was riſer, trad neither aſcended into Heaven, 
Pie feat p< Ghoſt down from thence; and there- 
Goody 0 10re 


c = 
fore no Explicit Acknowledgement of theſe Artic 
was demanded ; neither was it needful? But at ter bi 1 
Death and Refurrettion, his Aſcenſion, and the Deſcent * 
the Holy Ghoſt were palt':d and fully accompliſh d, thei 
were ſupperadded as mecefſary Matters of Faith; al 
were explicitly believed by all, who looked for RY 
demption from him. 4 
And this may ſerve for all A üherer to thoſe Out- crit | 
and Calumnies, which our Ader ſaries have ſo li . t. 
rally beſtowed upon the Orthodox Fathers, eſpecially u 
At hanaſus, that invincible Champion of the Chriſt ieh 
Faith: And this for Defining in his Creed the PDoct riot 
of t he undivided Trinity, the Eternal cieneration of tin 
Son of God, and Divinity of the Holy Ghoſt. of that ab/olWM&n 
| Neceſſity to be believed, that nothing leſs than periſh St : 
everlaſting: y will be the Conſequence of our Unbell 
For tho? it ſhould be granted, that theſe Hoctrines ve * 
not, in the Infancy of the Goſpel, made the Ohjeas f 2 
our Faith, in the very and explicit Words, in which bl] . 
are there propounded; yet if they are undeniably col 1 
tain'd in it, and may by neceſſary and un 1voidable C Th 
ſequence be deduced from it; z If being the dumme 
and Subſtance of the Doctripal Points of the the G 
pel, to reject theſe be in Effect to rejut Chriſt raniry Bu 
ſelf; and there was an abſolute Weceſſity, by reaſon ri 
ome freſh Emergency, that the Belie; of them ho Wat 
be preſſed in Terms more plain and expreſs, (which 
doubtedly was the Caſe) This is enough to vindicMe/s 
That #oly Father (if che Creed, which bears to prez: 
Name, be his)for making them 19 indiſpenſably neceſſ cl 
and pronouncing ſuch ſevere Anal bema s agaluſt vil. itt 
who wiltully reject them. But | ens 
2. There us @ good Uſe to be made of our Reaſon even{Wvi 
thoſe Doftrines, which are above it; and there ore it can Ch 
be abſurd that ſuch ſhould be made the Obſect of our Bel Ne 
as it anterferes with, or ahridges that Rivke which ue m 
f a+ our Reaſon in Matters of Faith. As God hat b it 
mend upon IMinkind'a | Faculty of Reaſon, it is uotf id V 


0 
£ 
- 
< 
If 
75 
: 
+ 
0 
22 
* 
1 # 
% 
s 
„ 
. 
3. 
i; 2 
& * 
6 


= — 
. — 4" — 

„ I i. 
r TPO er ie 1 op 


4 8 
£ 
1 25 * 


PPP 
PPC 85 
* * 1 8 7 4 


= A 
r tie enied but that every one has a Right to ma be uſe of it 
ter Mbe heſt of his Power; at leaſt in ſuch: Things as fall 
ſcext Mier its Coguizance, and are to be determined by it. 
1, hed that Matters of Divine Revelation are of this Kind 
> aß voſt certain; for ve are not only allowed but com- 
or RMded: to make Enquiry into, and judge of the Truth 

ay Credibility of ſuch Doctrines as ate propounded to 
t- cri r Belief An Appeal, on their Behalf, is often made 
ſo lib the: Fribunal; of our Reaſon; and nothing more is 
ily Wired; hut that we receive or reject them, according 
riſt ij they approve themſefves to the impartisl Dictates 


Doct rij our Senſe and Under ſtandings Thus St. Paul would 
of i no mens obtrude his Doctrines upon the faith of 
abſolien, barely by the Strength of his own Authority; 
eriſhir appeals to the Mind and Conſcience of thoſe to 
inbel om he wrote, whether it was not highly reaſon«ble 
cs vet they ſhould be belied d; I ſpeak as to wi Men, judge 
jects Nh I ſay, 1 Cor. 12.15. Aud St. Peters Council is, 


ch th 7 Lie we ſhould be able to give a Reaſon of the: Hope that is in 
ly co = ef.-3- 15. St. John's. Caution, That we- ſhould not 
le C eve every Spirit, Lor every Docti ine which is pre- 


mmi ded to be divine} bas try the Spirits whether the) be 
ne Goa, b John 4. 1. | | 


anit) ¶ But here ſay our Adverſaries, how is, this practicable? 
aſon Ar if there be ſome Dectrines above our Reaſen, by 
ſhoq hat Faculty muſt we try and judge of the Reaſonable- 
ich of them? How is it poſũble that we ſhould give a 
nadie of our Faith, when the things required to be he · 
greaWed are confeiledly ſuch, which our Reaſon cannot 
eceſich or comprehend? But now what can be the 
ſt trhWift of thete and the like cunning and captious Que- 
ns? no doubt, to inſinuate that thelnſpir' d pen: man's 
even vice is, That nothing ought to be admitted, as A Doctrine 
t can{WCbriſtianity, but what is capable of being proved , upon 
- Bel ſcirles off Natural and Common Reaſon. A Poſition, 
e more to be inferred from >cripture, than one Part 
1t þ it is from contradicting another, A Stretch upon 
note Words, as widely 5 from the Kate e 
| £ Sb Sk © 
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from God. An Inference, fo far from overthrow ii 
ters of Faith, that it greatly eſtabliſnes and confirms ii 


apparently above our Vnderſtandings, as of thoſe w hi 


1», we might well complain, that oor Right of judgil 
in Matters of Faith was uſurped and encroached vpoli 


| knowing what we are to beleive, or why. But ni 
there is ſo far from any Appearance or Shadow 0 


we aſſured that 'tis reaſonable they ſhould be made i 
Objectsof our Faith. Tho' the Nature of them be ſuch 


_ Cauſe why they ſhoald not firinly be believed. 


Apoſtles, as the Authors of it ſeem beſides their owe: 
For the moſt that can be inferred ſrom theſe and thin 
like Expreſſions is only this: That the Belief of Chr 
Fiamty is no unreafonable thing; nor deſires us blind 
to give up our Aﬀent to it; but is attended with Ex 
dence ſufficient to perſuade a rational and unprejudicWWo 
Man that its Doctrine are of Divine Original and confi 


that Right which we have of Uſing our Reaſon in Mel 
and this, as well in Reſpegt of thoſe Dollrines which 2 


Jay open and level to them. For certainly a-Do&r:l 
being above our Underſtandings does not render 
the leſs capable of enquiring into and finding out tl 
Original of it; nor is it the leſs reaſonable to belief 
that it is from God, becau è not adjuſted to the N 
tural Notions and Conceptions of Men. If this y 


*. 


and that a Blind Aſſent was exacted of us, witholl 


Jruth in this, that on the contrary, without the 
of Reaſon it would not be poſſible to know that th; 
are ſuch Doctrines in the Scriptures, and by it only 


that they cannot he fully under ſtood, yet this is no gq 


Uſe we ought to make of our Reaſon here is, only to 
quire whether the Thing itſelf be the Subject Mattei 
a Divine Revelation; and if this apptars, its being abi 
our Comprehenfion does not t all bar that Right it WP © 

to challenge our Aſſent, without it can be proved tac! 
Faith aud Knowledge are One and the ſame; Me 

that there is no Pellibility of Believing what we cit! 
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roi er's 4 moni feſt Difference. between aDofbrine being abave 
nd than, and contrary to or inconſiſtent with it; and therc- 
Cini cannot be abſurd that ſuch ſhould be made the Object 
lind Faith, as being in the Nature of the thing impoſſivle 
h Evilfrrue. How trivial and iafignificant ſoever it may 
judicyWovght by ſome, that we ſhould diſtinguiſh what 
d con inſt Rea/on, from what is only above it, yet cer- 
ow ii there is as wide a Difference between theſe, as 
n Maß een Myſtery and Nonſenſe; between what is incon- 
msi le to us, and iaconſiſtent in itſelf. And upon this 
ich a Krence it is that we ground our Aſent to ſuch Po- 
whiges in Chriſtianity, as we do not underſtand. For 
octriii it be an undeniable Maxim, I hat Reaſon and Re- 
der Con can never croſs or contradict each other; and 
ur tHequently that nothing, which is repugnant to the 
eließß can poſſibly be the Subject Matter of the other; 
de Mrbis hinders not, hut that ſuch Dc&rines may be 
is wel bjeftsof our Belief, which our Reaſon cannot com- 
udgi_Wcnd : And this, becauſe there can be no Abſurdity 


npolW-cving them. ſo long as there is ſo plain and palpable 
ithohſtinction, between what is only above Reaſon, aud 
t nt is contrary to it. This indeed in the Opinion 
dow BWP zZAdgerſaries is a Diſtinction without a Difference; 
he E as they will at no hand give Ear to. Nothing 
t tha them ſhall go down as an Article of Religion, which 
ny Keaſon cannot fully digeſt and make out. This is 
ade Mr Standard, by which all Matters of Faith are to 
ſuch{Weaſured. This the Judge, before whole Tribunal all 
lo g trines muſt be examined and tried; and according 
. TiWpey are able to anſwer for themſelves, be acquitted 
y to WFondemneg ; embraced as Divine, or rejected as foo- 
Trey -aprors and abſurd. And in Purſyance of this Frin- 
abe it is, that the Doctrine of the TRINITY hath 


entertaied with ſo many Flouts and jears; re- 
gched and Exploded as Unſcri ptur al and Ant ichriſt ian, 

e lily and ſenſleſs than Paper y, Polytheiſm and Idela- 
itſelf. And ſurely when Nen fall thus foul upon a 
Arine and give it ſo many hard Names, ſemething 
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the Divinity of the Son, and Holy Ghoſt, but that of 


* 


very Odd and Unacconntable muſt be in it; nothihi 
Tefs, one would think, ſnould deſerve ſuch TrearmW 
than ſome downright Repugn incy and Contradi 5 q 
in the Nature of the Thing itſelf. But this is not 
Ciſe; the Main of their ar rel is, That it ſno n 
made an Ohject of Faith, and xlen of ſuch bright Pall p 
of ſuch Acute and Piercing Underſtandings, nor 
thro” it, aud be able to diſcern, how or in what ir 
ner a Trinity of Perfors can ſubſiſt in the Vmty o 
God head. But now if this be all they have to ug 
theſe mighty Men at Reaſon ſhould: begin fi ſt tot 
foul on themfelvcs, and doubt of their own Exiſte 
and this beeaufe they ſhould be made Rational 
Thinking Beings and not kuow, all the while, wi 
i te FRM 7 „ 
Nay, if it be a good Objection againſt this, or 
other Doftrines being admitted as an Article of Fall 
that we, can frame no clear Apprehenſion of it, 1 
Conſequence will be that not only this, but many off 
Points of Religion (which on both Sides ate ku, 
and acknowleged to be true) muſt unevitably f 
the Ground and come to Nothing For if this bull 
Reality fufffcient to render one Doctrine bfu; WM 
not all others which are lyable to the ſame ObjectiM 
And if fo. it maſt not oi ly be unreaſonable to be 
har a Triple Perſonality ſhould: be in the Unity of 
Divine Nature; but likewiſe that Eternity, Omniſciſ 
or Dhiquity ſhould be eſtential to it; inaſmuch as 
aànd ſuch like infinite Attributes of God do no le 
ceed the Comptehenſion of our finite Under ſtand 
than the Three Diſt inct Subſiſtences, which we belf 
inherent in him. So that, it our Adverſaries will toe 
their own Principle home and do Juſtice toit, not. 


Father likewiſe muſt be renouneed aud rid iculed. 
F4elity in its Compoſition is hard to judge. An 
deed, ſo well aware of this have che chief Patron 


others of it been, that we are told by. one of them 
either God, nor any of his Attributes, no, nat 
r itſelf, are Myſteries to them for Want of an 
WW ute Idea. Chriſtianity not Myſterious, p. 8o. Than 
nothing certainly can be more extravagantly 
af nd Monſtrous! A Paradox! the bare expoſing 
ich is ee a ſoſficient Confutation; as, having no 
nat 1 r a Foundation for its Support than one, or both 
cy of eſe Abſurdities, vix. That it is poſſible for a Man 
to uu prehend. all that God can be; or impoſſi ble for 
ſt toß ro be more than he can comprehend, = 
xiſteſhid this may ſuffice for the two firſt Propoſitions; 
onal Med we now to the Third, namely. | 
le, wil. That theſe Dottrines being made the Subieft Matter 
vine Revelation, is a good. Foundation to ground our 
ft pon, notwithſtanding we cannot arrive to a compleat 
f Homprehenſive Idea of them, And this, : 
it, ¶ Becauſe it is not neceſſary to the Nature of Faith, 
we ould fully. comprehend what we believe: 
being an Act of the bigheſt Faculty, which be- 
co the Sonl of Man, that of the Underſtanding, 
is Hot poſſihle that it ſhould be wrought upon, bur 
„ twength of Evideuce as is ſufficient to incline 
erſwade a reaſonable and judicious Man. For as 
an can believe a Thing, which his own Mind: tells 
ys againſt Reaſon: So neither unleſs he can ſatisſy 
if that he hath AXeavr to believe it. But then 
muſt be taken, that we carry not this Point ſo far 
coaclude, that nothing leſs than a comprehenſive 
Herſtanding the Things propoſed, is a Reaſon 
ient to induce us to believe them; and that there 
e no true Faith without it. For this would be to 
und Faith and Knowledge together, and make them 
dentical Act; when they are as widely different 
iſt inct, ae ſeeing an Action performed with our 
Eyes, and aJenting to the Truth of it upon the 
drt of agother. 1 he one is Kngwinz, the other Ac- 


D 


ing oaly. In the firſt Caſe we are aſſured that 
| 4 N . % ir 


E = 
it is Matter of Fact, as being evident to onr Senſes .. 
the other, we only Believe it to be fo, as being ff al 
{| dible by Virtue of the Feſtimony which is given u paar: 
l it. Aad'to this agrees that Definition or Deſcripiflecè; 
f of Faith, which the Apoſtle has laid down at Feb. I uſe 1 
where he tells us, that it & the Evidence of thing: Ne t 
ſeen; or of tinags not evideut by ſuch ocular Dem 4s, 
ſtration, as render them capable of being the ( 27 
jets of our Senſes, but only of our Belief, 4 5 "Rb 
things of this Kind are theſe inexplicable My yak 
of Chriſtianity; they cannot be the Obſegs of YE 
Senſes, nor are to be adapted to the Rules &r Ry e 
ments of Human Science: So that they can neither 105 
Apparent of themſelves, nor proved by Principle © 
Natural Reaſon; and yet God having revealed the by” d 
we-are as much obliged to believe them, as tho? t. . . 
were as well known tous, as that twice Two ma Nie 
Four, or the Whole of a Thing is greater than LIED 
one Part of it. ' ; I 
It is the Exiſtence, not the Nature of theſe Thi 
which calls for our Aſſent; and we may with g 
Reaſon believe the one, albeic we are not able 
give any diſtinct Account of the other, NayÞſhol 
we {ſuſpend our Aſſent to a Thing till we underſtaf 
and can explain the Way and Manner of its Being,fſl.c 
muſt upon the ſame Ground be in doubt, whether 
Tee or hear or move; for tho' it be infallibly cert 
that we do all this, yet are we at a Loſs to comp 
head how either Motion or Senſation be perforn 
Aad ſo, notwithſtandiag there be many unintelligi 
Dottrines in Chrſtianity, the Modes of which we 
neither conceive'nor comprehend, (ſuch as that A 
rious One of the Ever- bliſſed TRINITY; That 
Son of GOD ſhould be Eternal, and yet be Generat 
The Holy Ghoit, and yet Proceed) yet, ſince we & 
alfared by the Infallible Teſtimony of God's Wo 
that this is true, to withold our Aſſent, and concl 
it impoſſible, becauſe not agrecable to our n 
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AW 
e any thing we can apprehend,is altogether as irra- 
)nal and abſurd, as if a Mau ſhould percmptorily aſſert 
ere can be no ſuch Thing as Light or Colours be- 
Pihzuſe it his Misfortune to be born Blind, and never 
e y nag. 
5 © But, here perhaps thoſe of the Church of Rome, (or 
r_ Adverſaries for them) will be for hoiſting in their | 
Arine ot Tranſubſtantiation; For if it be not Ne- 
ſary, that we ſhould fully comprehend all that we 
Ilieve; and we mult believe ſome Things; w hich we 
nnot colnprehend; Why ſhould a Subſtantial Change 
the Bread and Vine into the Body and Blood of C hr. It 
ther thought a Doctrine ſo incredible aud abſurd; only | 
cauſe it is ſomewhat hard to conceive; and we can- F 
t ſo readily account for all the Difficulties and Ob- 
tions that may lay againſt it? Eſpecially ſince it is 
clearly revealed, and has ſo gcod a Foundation for 
Support; the Pofitive and Expr efs Words of Chris 
= mſelf, Thi is my Body, and This is my Blood. But 
Thi w, who fees not what an apparent Fallacy there is 
this Way of arguing? For here is no Pifference 
| bt hs” een bclieving what is above Reaſon only, 
d what Is agaift(t it; between believing what is out 
the Reach of our Senſes, aud believing in direct 
fiance of, and Oppoſition to them: For that Trar- 
ation is a flat and downright Contradiction to both 
as evidently true, as that we are endued with ei- 
et. And for the ſame Reaſon it is not poſſible that 
ſhould be the Subject Mater of a Divine ReveJation; 
cauſe. nothing that contradicts either of theſe can 
Is fo, So that tho? the Expreſſions upon which it is 
1 aded be never ſo full and forcible, yet, ſince they 
not be underſtood as literally true withcut manifeſt 
olence to our Senſe and Reaſon, ſuch a Figurative 
ales or Signification muſt take Place, as is agreea- 
20” to the Jadgment and Principles of both. But. 
00". That theſe Doftrines being made the Subject Matter 
Fr 4 Divint Revelation is 4 good Foundation to gromd our 
7 5 . © "ns 
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Aſſent upon, will, appear, if we. confider that Maſ⸗ 
may very well demand eur Belief of what we do e 
underſtand. The moſt Natural Notion that we hy 
of GOD is, that Re is a Being of all pgfſible Perfel 
on; that is a Being who can do every. Thing, wh 
does na imply ia it a Contradiction; and conſeque 
ly may demand our Belief of what we do not und 
ſtand. For, if there be any Thing of Contradidi 
in this, it mult be either becauſe it is incongt uous 
His own Nature, or inconſiſtent with ours: If! 
former, then mult it be repugnant to fome of thi 
Divine Attributes and Perfections, which we beli 
Eſfential to him; if the latter, then muſt it cont 
dict thoſe Principles of Reaſon, which we know 
herent in ourſelves. But now, that neither of tt 
can be the Caſe here is demonſtratively true. 
the former, for it is ſo far from being inconſiſ. 
either with the infinite Power, Wiſdom, or Good; 
of GOD, that he ſhould impoſe this Aﬀeant on 
that it is certain, were He not a Being of theſe, : 
ſuch like, infinite Perfections, He could have no Ri,. 
to exaQA it of us; nor ourſelves any good: RN ſol 
to yeild it up to Him. For theſe Objects of Faith 
ing Supernatural Truths, and as ſuch exceeding 
Bouads of what is finite; were not GOD. of infi 
Knowledge, he could have had no Underſtanding 
ot them himfelr; if not of infinite Goodneſs, 
might hive a Purpoſe to deceive us in them; if not 
infnite Power; it could not be that they ever ſhag” 
hive been revealed. But foraimuch as that we“ 
aſlured that all theſe Divine Perſe&ions are Eſſen” 74 
to him, we ſurely cannot but eſteem them a ſe 
Foundation to build our Faith upon, notwithſtad <>: 
the Things themſelves may ſeem to lay out of Poſiti 
Way of our Reaſon; at leaſt ſo far as that it cage 
help us to a perfect Comprehenſion of them. tas b 


Nor will it with more Truth be ſaid that God 


not ia Juſtice require our Aſſent to theſe DoQrl 


lin 
being inconſi kent with the principles of Epi 
gat Haſon that he ſnould do ſo. tor if this be ſo it muſt 
> do Moceed from that there is ſome ſeeming Repugnancy ' 
we h Contradiction in the Natvie of the Things, which 
PerfeM* propounded for the Objects of our Faith: But 
wid nothing of this kind can be pretended here, for 
leque ey neither contracift our Reaſon, noi our Senſes, 
JE inconſiſtent withany knownPrinciple of Natu- 
adid Religion; and therefore may well become the Ob- 
0 sof our faith, without Injury or lujuſtice to either. 
If The worſt that can be ſaid of them is, that our pre- 
f tot Proportion of Reaſon, in this depreſſed State, 
belj .nn0t_ reach them; but this is an Argument of our 
con” Weakneſs, not Want of Right in God to demand 
now ur Aſſent. He revealing them, upon his Authority 
of te miy and mutt believe them; for coming from Him 
> is no more poſſible that they ſhonld he Falſe, than 
Init He himſelf ſhould not be True. But the Truth 
oo ve can have no great Hopes that the Authority of 
on 024 or his Revelation ſhould weigh much with our 
ſe, [dverſaries,vv ho doat thus extremely upon and Idolize 
0 Ri eir own Reaſon, when no leſs a Man than Soc inus 
2a fo ing (the Author and Founder of their SECT ) 
241th Nnpudence to tel] the World, « That tho 
ling ce s Satisfaction for Sin had been affirmed in 
inf. Scripture much oftner than it is, yet laying fo 
lin ſeemingly croſs and thwarting to the Propoſals 
eſs, of his Corrupt and Carnal Reaſon, he neither 
F non could nor would believe it.“ Ego Jui | 
- Thoſe. etiamſi non femel, ' ſed ſæpe id in $a Soc in. 
we is Monimentis ſcriptum extaret, non ideir- de Serv. 
Iſlet 0 tamen ita pots fe habere Crederem. 1. 3. C. 6. 


a ſec 
iſt ad 
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And "thus having Zane with the Three Pro- 
ofitious at firſt laid down, 1 ſhall now only beg 
carſſ}Þ.cave to draw an Inference or Two, from what 

as been . $04 5 80 FONG. Aud 
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ſtianity as do not lay level with the Reach of « 
Reaſon, nor can be comprehended by us; hence 
may iaferr, how. Vain, and Fruitleſs an Attempt 
muſt needs be too curionſiy to prie into them, ar 


. are C?pable of. Curioſity is a Diſcaſe to catc 


Powerful and Predominant Influence has it over t 
Minds of ſome, fo Daring and Confident, ſo Ru 
and Rampant does it grow, that no Stop, no Ri 


ſler ies of Religion itſelf muſt ſubmir to their Ui 
n iries, and preſumed to be vangqniſh'd and ova 
come by them. Ot this the School-Men are a 1 


Immor tal Warriers; all muſt yield and ſur render 
them. And indeed, if to encounter webe A 


Had long er'e now been on their Side. For as no 


(eſo: The farther they have travelſed in theſe Dept 
of Knowledge. the more demonſtrative Proofs ba 


0 allow that. there, are Myſteries in Religion, 
at the ſame time pretend to account for all th 
Is Myſterious iu it, is much ſuch another Whi 


. a 28 JT 
4. Firſt, If there be ſome ſuch Dofirines in Chi t 


er deavour at a far ther Ex lication of them, th; 


ing and Epidemicel, that few, if auy, can who! 
Tecurg themſelves from the Infection; but ſuch 


itraint will it bear; but things moſt Difficult at 
Abſtruſe, the moſt. intricate and inacceſſable | 


markahle lailauce. Theſe Don Quixotes in Diviui 
are, at leaſt in Fancy and Conceit, an equal Mal 
for the moſt knotty and inſuperable Diſſicultic 
nothing in Religion too great or too ſtrong for ſu 


come, and o per plex were to explain, the Vid! 


have n more buſy in thejr Endeavours to unto 
theſe inexplicable Mysteries of our Faith, ſo no 
ive left them more intangled an! obſcured. . 
preatcr their Search, the leſs has been their $1 


they given of their own Ignorance and Folly. Mi 


as that UC Pyrrho and his Followers, the Sceptic 
wonkd inmate upon Mankind; who were for wo 
1 believe 1 tor an Undeubted: Truth, 
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than this? Soch another Way of bringing over 
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the Foundation. „ 
III. If theſe Doctrines being made the Subject Mag goc 


Deiſt to the Belief of the Chriſtian Religion, Mac 
Foſephus had of perſwading ſome of the Heathens inne 


to a Favourable Opinion of his own; which was b ha 


endexvouriug to account for the Plagues of eg Wor 


and other like Wonders, wrought. by the Hand iat 
Moſes, upon Common Principles of Nature; außer 
0, by ſpoiling the Miracle in Hopes to gain tMfthe 


Men, uadermined the Religion which his Aim wal 
to recommend. For ſince theſe AMycteries are to nefflnot 
ceſſiry and Eſſential to the Being of ChriſtianitYMe 
That it cannot be without them; there is no taki Bel 
away theſe, and yet that ſurvive. So that thus dat 
deal with Religion, is as ſome Empiricks do witEno 
Diſeaſes, cure them only by killing the ratientsYed 
*as though to deſtroy were to reſtore ; and the mo- al. 
'effe&tual Way to ſupport an Houſe was to dig doufffan: 

1 ka way 
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ter of a Divine Revelation, be à good Foundation for 


ground our Aſſent upon, notwithſtanding we cannot Chi 


rive ta a compleat and comprehenſive Idea of then Boe 


From hence we may inferr how prepoſterqus a hi 
88. is, that Men ſhould make Reaſon the ſole Meaſuſmac 
of our Faith; and believe nothing hut what they Hof 


comprehend. As Reaſon is the Excellency and Ito « 
dowment of our Nature, implanted in us by 0 


|  *himlelf, no doubt we may, and opght to challeuſſpor 


to ourſelyes a free Exerciſe and Application of and 


and this, as in all other Matters, ſo in thoſe of Ri. 
 Jigioa more eſpecially, as heing of the moſt weigh wit! 


Importance, and Concernment to us. And inde@ture 


2s here is a moſt large and ſpacious Field for her {com 


| Fable Service to it: provided ſhe keep with 
- Pvuiids, aſſume not a Liberty of diſputing. thoſe: Mam 


Tange in and exert herſelf; ſo ſhe Jay be of: an 
deep Within e ſhall 


Ties, which ought only 90 be believed. 0 extegnot 
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n, Faculties, bat to abuſe them; is to depoſe Revelation 
2s innd advance our own Reaſon, in its ſtead, to make 
as hat vail to, and do Homage to this. And there. 


ore it is the more to be admired, . that Socinus, who 
ath ſaid ſo much for the Authority of the Ho! 

Scriptures, ſhould ſo far forget himſelf, as to build” 
the whole Streſs of his Cauſe upon that, which tends 
fo directiy to undermine and deſtroy them: for if 
nothing, but that which ſquares exactly with the 
Meaſure of our Reaſon, can be the Object of our 
Belief, not Re elation, but Reaſon muſt be the f oun- 
dation of our Faith; and ſo there ſhall be little or 
no Difference between Natural Religion and Revea- 
led; 8nd Chriſtianity ſhall be nothing more than Mo- 


Pg e 
nd 0 
> alk 
n th 
m wal 
to ne 
nity 
taklu} 
hus ti 
)- Wit 
1ents 


e moW-a/icy Sublimated and Refined. And truly that New- 
 dovlanghd Piece of Divinity, which Secinus bath dreſt vp” 


and ſeat abroad into the World, is no better, if half ſo” 


2 Mapood ; for tho he pretends to have a very high, Valte 
Lion tor and Eſteem of thoſe Doctrines, which are purely 


not Chriſtian, and has therefore interwoven them in the 
Body of his Work; yet by endeavouring to ſuit and? 
Wa em to the Model of his own Reaſon, he has. 
luEmnade foch wretched, ridiculous, and incoherent Stuff 
Jof the Whole, as an Honeſt Heathen would beaſhatr'd 
JJ. | 8 | 
A Strange it is, to ſee how the moſt weighty. and im- 
1aeluFportant Doctrines of Religion are forced to ſtoop” 
Yand.rruckle to this Upſtart Darling Principle of his, 
Nr. That there is nothing in it above AA Thus 
ighEwith him, G O-D ſhall have no Knowledge of Fu- 
indeture Contingents: And why ſo? Becauſe he cannot 
comprehend, how the Contingency of ſecond Cauſes 
an be conſiſtent with his Immutable Decrees. There 
ſhall be no ſuch. Thing as the Reſurrection of the 
die: Mlame Numerical Body: And why? Becauſe he can- 
exteſhnot bring his Mind to conceive, how it can be effect - 
10Ved ; at leaſt, what Neceſlity there can be for it. 
20% The Soul of Man ſhall be no Immaterial Subſtance, 
Mor keg WE e 


1 tor naturally immot MN. And upon W. 2 


Daly becioſe he cannot trame, to himſelf. a 
of a Subſtance diſt ink from hiatter, Ik; 

there ſhould be Two Varures: inOne Per 
Fer on, in One Nature; ö Becauſe this to 
| 152 


Noa ſeems a downright Coarradicina in Af 


much as to affirm, that wo. Men are bur. One, 

Se Man may be Three Chriff by his Death} 

| have made no SatiSfatic on for the 81 Ns of Mag 
95 kind: And What's No other th 

Becauſe he can t conceive, how its conſiſtent with tho 

18 Divine Juſtice to puniſh one Man for the Sins of Ane; 

| ther; hisown Innocent SON te Je WO 
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But: God beth we e hae not ſo! earned Chr 

| "a therefore as we are raughe t by bim, and don 
is Word, not out own With, the: Meaſure. of. « ont 

ith - So let it be tlie Rule of our Life and Praia ; 


"If we believe that he died for us, we mult lies n 
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| _ him: For to Believe well, and L AT 

no Advantage to us. I heſe Myſteries of our-F 
muſt be held in a pure Conſcience, other wile It 
be what the Apoltle calls Holding the | 
_ Fighteouſneſs, and will ſerye only 50 gui 
„ - 1 gs „ . 

- ; to 60D the Father, 60D il 

the Holy Ghoſt, 3 as A 

Aliglu, Power and } 

en. 


